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Sunday 11 February 2018: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)
6.30pm (Saturday)
Michael Brennan
9.00am
Monica Simmons RIP
11.00am
Holy Souls in Purgatory
5.30pm
Parishioners
Monday 12 February
7.30am

Friars & benefactors

Tuesday 13 February
7.30am

Pious Union

Wednesday 14 February Ash Wednesday
7.30am
7.30pm

Parishioners
Catherine Madden RIP

Thursday 15 February
7.30am

Adelina Da Silva

Friday 16 February
7.30am

Vocations

Saturday 17 February
8.00am

James Pender

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 11.30am–12 noon; 5.30–6.25pm

Please pray for those members of our community who are sick.
Pray, too, for those whose anniversaries occur about this time, including:
Monica Simmons, Richard Alarcon, Joseph Siurek, Patrick McWlliams, Piotr Lacny,
Catherine O'Hanlon, Margaret Dickson, Ernest Parker, Ellen McAvoy, McGovern, Paul
Blick, Paschal Doyle & Michael Hopkins.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

COLLECTIONS:
No Second Collection today
Last week’s collection:
£473.22 + Gift-aided
Offertory
No Second Collection next week

£80.50

Sunday 11 February 2018: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS

Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1SB

Parish Priest:
Fr Gordon Pesterfield, OFM Cap.
Tel. No.: 01865 256750 (parish office)
email: ofmcaparish@gmail.com
Website: greyfriarsoxford.weebly.com

The Scourge of Leprosy
Lepers lived in misery. At the time of Moses, people showing symptoms of
leprosy had to present themselves to Aaron the priest. They had to live apart
from everyone else, and cry out “Unclean!” wherever they went.
Having an illness is bad enough. But calling attention to it is worse. Most of us
try to hide our conditions. We medicate ourselves before going to work, we
cover blemishes, we conceal hair loss. We don’t want people to stare.
Lepers could not do that. Their contagion threatened the life of the
community. Defeated by illness, embarrassed by publicity, shamed by society,
they lived in misery.
We all have something wrong with us. But sometimes it helps people to know.
It may help them know they are not alone. It can help them help us overcome
the feelings of defeat.
1st Reading: Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46
Response: You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill me with the joy
of salvation.
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45
Entrance Antiphon: Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your
name.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call holds for
us. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the
Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved.

Today, the Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B), is also the World Day
of Prayer for the Sick.
St Pope John Paul II initiated the day in 1992 to encourage people to pray for those
who suffer from illness and for their caregivers. He had himself been diagnosed with
Parkinson’s a year before, and perhaps his own illness provided impetus for the
designation of this day.
To celebrate the World Day of Prayer for the Sick, I invite the parish community to
attend a Holy Hour and Benediction at 3pm today, during which we shall celebrate
the Sacrament of the Sick.

This week:
Wednesday 14 February: Ash Wednesday, day of fasting & abstinence
Masses at 7.30am & 7.30pm in the church, with Distribution of Ashes
On this day, by receiving ashes, we enter into the season appointed for spiritual
purification. This sign of penance, biblical in origin, represents the human condition
as affected by sin. In this sign we outwardly profess our guilt before God and,
prompted by the hope that the Lord is kind and compassionate, express our desire
for inward conversion.
This sign also marks the beginning of the journey of conversion that will reach its
goal in the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the days leading to Easter.

Friday 16 February: Holy Rosary, followed by Stations of the Cross
Every Friday evening at 7pm the Holy Rosary is recited in the church. All are welcome.

Every Friday in Lent: Stations of the Cross at 7.30pm
Beginning this Friday, 16 February, and continuing each Friday during Lent in the
church, the Way of the Cross, also known as the Stations of the Cross, is a way to pray
and meditate on Christ’s sacrifice for us. It is divided into fourteen stations, from the
time he was condemned to his burial. This devotion has long been encouraged by the
Church, and is especially encouraged during Lent and on Good Friday.

Saturday 17 February: Secular Franciscan Order Meeting
All are welcome to the meeting of the Greyfriars Secular Franciscan Order on
Saturday February 17 at 2.15pm in the Friary Chapel for Stations of the Cross and
Adoration. We will then reflect on the Father’s mercy using the Parable of the Prodigal
Son. For more details contact Deacon Richard 07881440305.


Looking ahead:
In the Season of Lent
During Lent we take a step back from our day to day activities so that we can spend
more time with Jesus. We back away from our comfort so that we will feel moved to
seek God’s help.

Self-denial and Lenten almsgiving are central to the season of Lent. Experience tells
us we don’t have much room for God when we are too busy, centred on self. By
denying ourselves we help to open and create the space we need for the Lord to come
into our hearts.
It’s also about filling our time with things that will draw us closer to God: prayer and
Scripture reading, meditation and reflection, Mass and Confession. Just open
yourself up to God’s grace. Have a good Lent.
NB. Throughout Lent we do not say or sing the Glory to God at Sunday Masses, and
the Alleluia is also omitted.

Walk with Me—a Lenten Journey of Prayer
Each year Lent is our opportunity to receive God’s grace afresh and respond to it. The
work of Lent is well summed up in the three practices: prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
At the back of the church you will find the Walk with Me booklet to aid your Lenten
journey with daily meditations. Price: £1.

Friday 23 February: CAFOD Lent Fast Day
At the weekend Masses on 24/25 February there will be a second collection for the
Lent Family Fast Day. By giving to Fast Day you are changing the lives of people who
live in poverty.

Adult Confirmation Programme: from Wednesday 28 February, 7pm
This programme is for those aged 16 and older who have been baptized Catholic but
have not received the sacrament of Confirmation. They are invited to participate in a
preparation programme which will start on Wednesday 28 February at 7pm in the
Friary (182 Iffley Road). Registration forms are still available at the back of the church.


Tea/Coffee after the 11am Sunday Mass
After the 11am Sunday Mass tea and coffee are served in the Parish Hall.

Think about it…
When we approach the God of Mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
with sincerity and faith, we have nothing to lose and everything to gain:
Our sins are forgiven.
Our souls are restored to a state of grace.
We receive the grace of the sacrament, which strengthens us to avoid sin in the future
and restores the merits of our good works if they have been lost by sin.
We receive the help to lead better lives.
Use this sacrament often and well!
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on Saturdays (11.30am-12
noon, and 5.30pm-6.25pm) in the church.
Alternatively , see a priest after Mass.

