
MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 Sunday 18 February 2018: 1st Sunday of Lent (Year B) 

6.30pm (Saturday)  June Massiah 
9.00am  Parishioners 
11.00am   Jose Manuel & Nelia Madalena 

Madeira 
5.30pm   Afonso Do Espirito Santo Ramos RIP 
   
 Monday 19 February   
7.30am  Friars & benefactors 
   

 Tuesday 20  February   

7.30am  CMA 
   

 Wednesday 21 February     
7.30am  Holy Communion Service 

   

Thursday 22 February The Chair of   
7.30am Peter Holy Communion Service 
   

Friday 23 February St Polycarp  

 7.30am  Holy Communion Service 
   

Saturday 24 February   

8.00am  Kieran Hughes 
   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 11.30am–12 noon; 5.30–6.25pm 

Please pray for those members of our community who are sick. 

Pray, too, for those whose anniversaries occur about this time, including: 
Denis O'Riordan, Nora Noonan, Veronica Penson, Mary Walsh, Catherine Tracey, 

John Bint, Trudy Cox, Antonia Soave, William Hawkes & William O'Brien. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 

COLLECTIONS:  
 No Second Collection today. Next week: CAFOD Lent Fast Day 

 Last week’s collection:  
 Offertory £470.00 + Gift-aided  £153.00 

      Gift-aided donations by standing order in January: £970 
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SS Edmund and Frideswide  
Roman Catholic Church 
Iffley Road, Oxford  OX4 1SB 

Parish Priest:  
Fr Gordon Pesterfield, OFM Cap. 

Tel. No.: 01865 256750 (parish office) 
email: ofmcaparish@gmail.com 

Website: greyfriarsoxford.weebly.com                           

Renewing All Creation 

People give up things for Lent, but they also do some things extra. They enter 
into the renewal that God desires for all creation. Renewal often demands both 
strategies: giving up and doing extra. 

  Take God, for example. People had behaved so badly that God sent a flood to 
wipe out creation. But God took pity on Noah and his family. As the floods 
receded, God made a new covenant with Noah. 

  The story of our relationship with God did not end there. We know at the 
beginning of Lent where that story will end—at Easter.  

  God did more than give something up. God did something extra. God sent us 
a redeemer. By ending destruction and offering redemption, God set a perfect 
example of renewal. 

 

 
 

1st Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 

Response: Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love for 

those who keep your covenant. 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 

Entrance Antiphon: When he calls on me, I will answer him; I will deliver him 

and give him glory, I will grant him length of days. 

Gospel Acclamation: Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! Man does 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Communion Antiphon: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes forth from the mouth of God. 

 
 

mailto:ofmcaparish@gmail.com


Today is the First Sunday of Lent (Year B).  
Liturgy during Lent: 
Don’t forget that during Lent we do not say or sing the Gloria at Sunday Masses. The 

Alleluia is also not sung or said during the Lenten liturgies. Purple is the colour of the 
season, and the altar and sanctuary should not be decorated with flowers. This serves 
to emphasize the penitential character of the Lenten season. 

This week: 
Thursday 22 February: The Chair of Peter. Feast. 
Originating as a feast for Peter’s leadership in Antioch, distinct from the celebration 

of his leadership in Rome, this feast uses the image of the chair as the seat of 

authority. Its universal celebration on Thursday, interrupting the seasonal texts of 

Lent, celebrates the unity of our Church. 

Also on Thursday 22 February: Taizé Prayer 

On the last Thursday of each month you are 

invited to attend a Taizé prayer service at 

7.30pm in the Chapel. Taizé-style worship 
centres on singing, prayer, and readings from 

Scripture. ‘The exchange with God becomes 
real for us in prayer; by his Holy Spirit God 

comes to dwell with us. By his Word and by the 

Sacraments, Christ gives himself to us. In 

return, we can surrender everything to him.’ 

Friday 23 February: St Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr 
St Polycarp (69–155) was converted by St John the Evangelist. He was later ordained 

Bishop of Smyrna (in present-day Turkey). He was about eighty-six when the Roman 
proconsul urged him to renounce Christ and save his life. He replied, “For eighty-six 

years I have served him and he has never wronged me. How can I renounce the King 

who has saved me?” He was martyred and his body burned. 

Also Friday 23 February: Holy Rosary at 7pm 
Every Friday evening at 7pm the Holy Rosary is recited in the church. All are welcome.  

Every Friday during Lent at 7.30pm: Stations of the Cross 
The Mystery of the Cross is the key to the world’s salvation. So, as we follow Jesus 

along the fourteen ‘stations’ of the Way of the Cross, we should expect to encounter 
the multiple mysteries of the one Mystery of the Cross that transforms Christian 

living. 

Friday 23 February is also the CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
Malnutrition is still killing almost three million children a year. Your fasting, prayers 
and donations will ensure more of God’s children have enough good food to eat. 

  And this Lent, your donation will make double the difference. For every pound 
you donate to CAFOD, the UK Government will also donate a pound, up to a total of 

£5 million, meaning twice the number of lives can be transformed. Twice the number 

of children can have the opportunity to grow up healthy and strong. 
  Please collect your Fast Day envelope from church this week and give generously.    
  (In light of recent news reports you may wish to know CAFOD has a statement about 

safeguarding vulnerable communities on https://cafod.org.uk/News/UK-news.)                                                                                          

 

Looking ahead: 
Next Sunday: Confirmation Programme for the Young Begins 
This programme will start on Sunday 25 February at 10am in the church. For this 

programme the candidates need to have finished primary school and be entering, or 

already in, secondary school. 

Starting Soon 
The Adult Confirmation Programme will start on Wednesday 28 February. It is for 
those aged 16 and older who have been baptized Catholic but have not received the 

sacrament of Confirmation. They are invited to participate in a preparation 
programme at 7pm in the Friary (182 Iffley Road). 



Brothers & Sisters: Have a Good Lent! 
A good Lent can really make you miserable. You give up things you enjoy. You do 

without excesses. You practise charity to people you’d rather ignore. You cut back on 

sweets or caffeine or alcohol. Or meat. Or dairy. You break your routine and the 

results are usually the same. Within 48 hours after Lent begins, you get grumpy. 
  But a good Lent can really make you happy. You find out what your cravings are. You 

strongly put them aside because your craving for God is deeper. God responds to 
your search and rewards you with a closer union. You end the season more 

comfortable at prayer, more giving to others, less attached to material things. 

  It’s a great season, but don’t enter it half-heartedly. Be courageous! 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
It’s not hard to feel intimidated when we think of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Confession). We may worry that God won’t really forgive us. It can be easy to forget 
that Confession is a sacrament of healing as well as a sacrament of forgiveness. In 
other words, Confession has the power to change us, not just pardon us. 

  Keep this promise of healing in mind as you prepare for Confession this Lent. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is celebrated on Saturdays (11.30am-12 
noon, and 5.30pm-6.25pm) in the church.  
  Alternatively , see a priest after Mass. 

Thursday 22 Februaryr,  
7.30pm 

(in the Friary Chapel) 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/UK-news

